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Bayfield County Clerk  
Lynn M. Divine,  County Clerk 
Kim Mattson, Accountant  Jeran Delaine, Deputy Clerk 

Gail M. Reha, Bookkeeper  Paige Terry, Clerk III 

Ph: 715.373.6100 ● Fx: 715.373.6153 ● Email: Lynn.Divine@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov ● 117 E. Fifth Street, PO Box 878, Washburn, WI 54891      
 

BAYFIELD COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Dennis M. Pocernich, Chair, Fred Strand, Vice-Chair                                                                             
Steve Sandstrom,  Mary Dougherty,  Larry Fickbohm,  Charly Ray,  

Jeremy Oswald,  Jeffrey Silbert,  Jeanna Penney,  Marty Milanowski,  
Madelaine Rekemeyer,  James Crandall,  Brett Rondeau 

 
RED CLIFF TRIBAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Chris Boyd, Chair, Nathan Gordon, Vice-Chair 

Stephanie Defoe-Haskins, Treasurer, Laura Gordon, Secretary 
At-Large Members: 

Steven Boyd, Bryan Bainbridge, Vincent Bresette, Nicholas DePerry, Christopher Hicks 
 

RE: June 8th Joint Bayfield County Board and Red Cliff Tribal Council Meeting 
 
Dear Supervisors and Council Members: 
 
Please be advised that the joint meeting of the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors and Red Cliff Tribal Council 
Members will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. This meeting will be held in-person in the Event 
Center of the Legendary Waters Resort & Casino at 37600 Onigamiing Dr., Red Cliff, WI. 
 
 
Please contact Bayfield County at 715-373-6181 or 715-373-6100. If you have access questions prior to the meeting.  
During the meeting if you have connection issues, please email mark.abeles-allison@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov. 
 

 
 

 

1. Dinner 
 

2. Call to Order 

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting, December 15, 2015 

 

4. Introductions 
 

5. Opening Ceremony and Drums 
 

6. State of the Tribe / State of the County Presentations 

 
7. Collaborative Effort between Bayfield County and The Red Cliff Tribe, A focus on Public Health, 

Sara Wartman, Diane Erickson and Michael Lang. 
 

8. Land Repatriation Presentation and MOU Accomplishment Celebration, Tribal County Relations 
Committee 

 

9. Discussion and Possible Action, Protecting Water, Joint Proclamation 

 

10. Dialogue, Opportunities for Building Relationships 

 

 

Any person wishing to attend who, because of a disability, requires special accommodations, should contact the County Clerk’s office at 715-373-6100, 
at least 24 hours before the scheduled meeting time, so appropriate arrangements can be made. 

 

 

mailto:Lynn.Divine@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
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11. Group Picture 
 

12. Adjournment 
 
Sincerely, 
 

LYNN M. DIVINE 
Bayfield County Clerk 
LMD/pat 
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Minutes of the  

 

Joint Meeting Between the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors and the 

Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Council 

December 15, 2015, 5:30pm 

 

1. Call to Order.  Bayfield County Board Chairman, Dennis Pocernich 

reconvened the meeting and called the Joint Meeting between the Bayfield County 

Board of Supervisors and the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Tribal Council 

to order.    Introductions were made and the meeting was then turned over to Bryan 

Bainbridge, Tribal Chair.  Present were the entire Board of Supervisors as well as the 

entire Tribal Council, along with David Ujke, Tribal Council, John Carlson, Corporation 

Counsel, and John Anderson, Circuit Court Judge. 

2. Roll Call.  Chairman, Bainbridge asked Gordon to take roll call on behalf 

of the Tribal Council, noting Marvin DeFoe absent.  

3. Approval of Agenda.  A motion was made by Boyd/Gordon to approve 

the Agenda for this evening’s meeting.  The motion carried.     

4. Tribal Opening.  Bainbridge stated to everyone that the opening of this 

meeting was ceremonial.  It was asked of everyone attending that no pictures be 

taken.  He then turned this part over to the Jim Pete.   This is a very important 

meeting that has been in the making for over 100 years for the two entities to meet 

and come together.  Jim asked the Creator to help us today and to look upon us in a 

kind way.  He prayed to the North, South, East and West Creator Spirit and heaven 

and Mother Earth, that we have a good day and good life and we conduct ourselves in a 

good way.    He passed around a small bowl of smoke representing the spirits and 

everyone waived the smoke upon them for the spirits to enter.   

 Pocernich welcomed everyone, stating that this is a historical event.  Tonight we    

begin to grow bigger than our differences and offer to everyone regardless of our 

historical rights and wrongs a friendly welcome and an outstretched hand.   

 Bainbridge also thanked the Board for hosting this historic meeting and stated 

he felt honored to sit here with the Tribal Council.  He has been on the Council since 

2011 and has been trying to have this meeting take place since then.  Moving forward is 

important.   We have to know who we are talking to and know where to go when we have 

questions to ask.   It is very, very important to know what the roles are on both sides 

of the table; how we do business.  If we can get past that and can’t understand it, we 

can’t move forward.   He would like to see more communication.  Both Bayfield County 

and Red Cliff have many departments and agencies that work together; some well and 

some simply do not know how to deal with the Tribe.  There are a lot of misconceptions 

out there and many things he wants to put to bed.  All of this starts with building a 
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relationship.  He is hopeful from this day forward that everyone will all have somewhat 

of an understanding of the wants and needs in Red Cliff and also in Bayfield County.  

Bainbridge again thanked the Board for having this meeting and hopes everyone has an 

open mind. 

 Pocernich next introduced Dave Ujke, Tribal Counsel, who spoke from a power 

point explaining the history of the Ojibwe Nation.  Ujke explained treaties, the 

Federal Indian Policy, Tribal land ownership, Sovereignty, and jurisdiction.  Pocernich 

thanked Ujke for putting this information together for everyone.  It was very 

informative and an important document to be able to start from the beginning so 

everyone knows where they are coming from.    

Pocernich then introduced John Carlson, Corporation Counsel from the firm of 

Spears, Carlson & Coleman.  Carlson gave a general overview of County government and 

how it is structured.  Bayfield County is 1 of 72 counties within the State of 

Wisconsin, consisting of 28 municipalities; 2 cities, 25 towns and 1 village.  The County 

Board is comprised of 13 Supervisors which represent the 28 municipalities which are 

structured within the 13 districts.  Carlson went on to state that beyond on the County 

Board, there are 26 committees that the Supervisors represent.  Bayfield County also 

has constitutional officers; County Clerk, Treasurer, Sheriff, Clerk of Circuit Court, 

Register of Deeds, District Attorney, Judge (judicial not county).  Carlson informed 

everyone that Bayfield County has approximately 200 employees 

There are then department heads and administration.  Many departments 

presently interact with Red Cliff such as the Human Services and Child Support 

offices.  Carlson spoke of cases that are presently being transferred to Red Cliff as 

they relate to Mr. Ujke’s statement of having jurisdiction over their own cases.   On a 

day to day basis, Bayfield County is learning to work well with other counter parts such 

as Red Cliff and we both have to learn where each one is coming from and what laws 

there are for what entities.  Thus far, we feel we are doing better than previously and 

there is always room for improvement.   

At this point, the floor was opened up for discussion between the Tribal Council 

and County Board and both Chairs acknowledged their members and heard from those 

that wished to speak.  Discussion took place on wanting to have this meeting first so 

that the two entities could move forward.  We do need to talk with each other 

regarding timber sales and MOU’s, but tonight isn’t the night for that.  We will 

hopefully be having a few more meetings whereby we will be able to express our 

concerns and have a chance to discuss issues we both have.  It was mentioned that the 

Tribal Council is always welcome to attend the Forestry Committee meetings and 

discuss things with the Committee.   

 Chairman Bainbridge was asked if the Tribal Council could identify 3 issues that 

would be helpful to work on  to make progress for Tribal/County relations.  

Bainbridge responded with tribal lands, natural resources, CAFO.  Pocernich was asked 
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about the County’s stance on the CAFO issue which was then referred to Supervisor 

Strand who updated both bodies on what has been taking place at the Large-Scale 

Committee meetings.   

 Audience members asked if they could speak.  Pocernich asked the Board if 

they would like to suspend the rules to allow for this.  A motion was made by 

Wendling/Bussey to suspend the rules to allow audience members to speak.  The 

motion carried. 

 Kathryn Morriseau – stated she brought something from her ancestors – spirit 

rocks.  Last time she was here she urged everyone to hear her, the decisions that we 

make today are important for our future.    

 Sandy Gokee – stated she is in the process of moving back to Red Cliff and 

hopes to one day be on the Tribal Council.   As a woman, we are keepers of the water.  

You have heard a little bit about our history and of what Lake Superior means to us.  

We are more than a fishing community.  It isn’t just economics, it is spirituality, 

everything we are and what we will be in the future.  Encouraged everyone to take this 

into consideration.  It is not when we get the CAFO, it is when we stop the CAFO. 

 Discussion turned to inform everyone that the County is limited by State law as 

to how we can regulate the CAFO.  It was suggested that perhaps the Tribe has ways 

to regulate the CAFO.   What options does the tribe have - we need your help too.   

The County can’t pass a law prohibiting the CAFO from coming.  We can adopt 

regulations.  We have a moratorium in place to see if we can put more stringent 

regulations in place.  We have to prove that we are protecting the health and safety of 

everyone.   The County Board appointed Large-Scale Livestock Study Committee to 

look into these options to see if more could be done.    The Committee has done more 

work on this and there will be a public hearing on this.   The Tribe informed the Board 

that they have done statement to the DNR. 

 After discussion were completed, Pocernich asked what the significance was to 

the pouch of tobacco that was presented to everyone, so as to understand its meaning.  

Bainbridge explained that it is given back to the earth in the same way it was gotten.  

You have to give thanks with it, for instance, for this big body of water that we live 

on; it then goes back to the air to the water. 

 Further discussion took place on meeting in the future.  A tentative time frame 

was set up to meet twice a year in the spring and fall.   An agenda will be set up for 

issues from both parties to be addressed.  Everyone was appreciative for bring items 

up and some we perhaps aren’t even aware of.  The County belongs to everyone and we 

need to take care of it.  We don’t show our appreciation like we should and hopefully 

this won’t happen any longer.  Both Chairs again thanked each other for the meeting 

and stated that if they need answer or things straightened out to please contact one 



420 

 

another.  Each of the entities went around the room and thanked each other for 

coming and for having the meeting. 

 There being no further business to come before the Bayfield County Board 

of Supervisors, Chairman Pocernich adjourned the County Board meeting at 7:15 

p.m. 

 The Red Cliff Tribe remained in order to conduct a brief meeting and then 

adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Scott S. Fibert,  

Bayfield county Clerk 

SSF/dmb 
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Legend
2022 Sale - County Forest Parcels - 706.49 ac
2022 Sale - Non-Forestry Parcels - 147.71 ac
Completed 2021 - 348 ac
Completed 2020 - 220 ac
Completed 2018 - 80 ac
Completed 2017 - 80 ac
Bayfield County Forest
Reservation Boundary
Sections

XY XY XY Roads

Bayfield County Forest
Red Cliff Land Repatriation 2017 - 2022

Approximately 1,582 Total Acres

.

Lake Superior


